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Let’s Get Real! 
We talk often about reaching people, making disciples, and engaging our           
communities with the Gospel. We preach about going, serving, and living on      
mission. But sometimes, if we’re honest, mission opportunities can  become things 
we talk about more than things we actually do together. 
 

 That’s one reason I want to personally encourage you and your church to consider participating in the 
Holmes   Baptist Association Mission Trip to  Meridian, Mississippi July 11–18. This trip is in cooperation with our 
host church, Northcrest Baptist Church and their ongoing ministry initiative known locally as “Love Out Loud.” Their 
website is www.lolmeridian.com. 
 Meridian is only about a 4.5-hour drive from Holmes County, but the impact of the week can be eternal. 
Throughout the week there will be opportunities for evangelism, prayer walking, community outreach, children’s 
ministry, service projects, encouragement ministry, and simply being present where ministry is happening. Every 
day will provide hands-on opportunities to engage people with the love and truth of Jesus Christ. 
 And let me say this clearly — you do not have to commit to the entire week to participate. Come when you 
can. Stay as long as you can. 
 Maybe your church can send a team for the full week. Maybe you can only come for a couple of days       
because of work schedules, Bi-vocational responsibilities, or family obligations. That’s okay. The important thing is 
participation. Sometimes the greatest obstacle to ministry is waiting for the “perfect” time that never comes. 
 On-site lodging is available with limited space. Bunk beds are provided, and air mattresses are welcome. 
Some   participants also choose to stay in a local hotel nearby at their own expense. The cost to participate in this 
annual mission opportunity is $40.00 per person, which includes several meals, a mission trip t-shirt and on-site 
lodging for the week. Carpool transportation may also be available for those interested in riding together. 
 This trip is also about more than ministry projects. It is about pastors, leaders, and church members serving 
side-by-side, building relationships, encouraging one another, and being reminded that we are stronger together as     
Kingdom partners. Some of the best encouragement comes not from another meeting, but from standing shoulder 
to shoulder in ministry.  
 Our association exists to Encourage, Equip, and Engage churches for Gospel ministry. Opportunities like 
this help us live that out in practical ways. So let me encourage you: don’t overthink it. Don’t assume someone else 
will go in your place. Don’t let busy schedules completely crowd out Kingdom opportunities. 
 
Let’s Get Real – People Need Jesus. 
 
I hope you’ll prayerfully consider joining us in Meridian this July. Contact us at the office for details – (850) 547-
4079. 
 
**Mission Trip Info Meeting: Sunday, June 14 – West Pittman Baptist Church – 3pm 
 

Serving Together, 
Randy S. Torrance 
Associational Mission Strategist 
Holmes Baptist Association 
“Encourage • Equip • Engage” 



MISSION TRIP INFORMATION MEETING 

This will be the ONLY meeting we have.  

Sunday, June 14, 2026 @ West Pittman Baptist Church  
1603 Bradley Rd Westville, FL @ 3:00 pm.  
 

Scheduled for July 11-18, we will be returning to Meridian, MS to participate in Love 
Out Loud ministry to the Meridian community.  Hosted by Northcrest Baptist Church, this event reaches into their 
community in many ways to share the gospel to its residents. 

If you would like to join us, please reach out to us at the association office for details. The cost is $40 per person or 
$140 per immediate family of four or more. Includes food while at host church and t-shirt.  

Preaching Workshop with  

Dr. Steve Rummage 

 

Dr. Rummage is widely recognized for his 

passion for expository preaching,        

pastoral leadership, and encouraging 

pastors to faithfully proclaim God’s 

Word. Throughout the day, participants 

will receive practical instruction, biblical 

insight, and proven principles for sermon 

preparation and delivery. 

Whether you are a seasoned pastor, a    

bi-vocational minister, or someone      

exploring a call to vocational ministry, 

this workshop offers valuable training 

and encouragement. 

The workshop is designed to strengthen 

preachers in their commitment to biblical 

preaching while providing practical tools 

that can be immediately applied in local 

church ministry. Participants will benefit 

from Dr. Rummage’s years of pastoral 

experience and his heart for equipping 

leaders to communicate God’s truth with 

clarity, conviction, and effectiveness. 

The Holmes Baptist Association encourages pastors, ministry staff, and prospective ministry leaders to take ad-

vantage of this opportunity for growth and development. Events such as this not only sharpen preaching skills but 

also serve to strengthen the churches and communities we serve through faithful proclamation of the Gospel. 

Mark your calendar for August 3 and make plans to join fellow ministry leaders for this valuable day of training and 

encouragement. 



CONTACT US: 
402 E North Ave Bonifay FL 32425  

Holmesbaptist.org 
 

Associational Mission Strategist:   Administrative Assistant:  New Beginnings Director: 
Randy Torrance     Tanya Rushing    Kristin Baker 

Email: HolmesbaptistAMS@gmail.com  Email: Holmesbaptist@gmail.com Email: holmescopregcenter13@yahoo.com 

Cell #: 386.209.7936    Office Hrs.: M(8-12)T– Th. (8am-3pm) Office Hrs.: Th 1-8pm; F 9am-2pm   
     Phone #: 850-547-4079   Phone #: 850-547-5213 

 

Renew Team Hosts First “Pop the Hood” Workshop 

The Holmes Baptist Association recently hosted the Pop the Hood Church 

Health Workshop, bringing together  pastors, church leaders, and ministry 

servants for an  evening focused on spiritual health, church vitality, and 

gospel effectiveness. 

Using the familiar analogy of inspecting a vehicle,  participants were      

challenged to look beneath the surface of ministry and evaluate the overall 

health of their churches. Rather than focusing solely on visible indicators 

such as attendance and activities, the workshop  encouraged leaders to  

examine the deeper factors that contribute to long-term church health. 

Through guided discussion and personal reflection, participants considered strengths, challenges, and opportuni-

ties for growth within their congregations. 

The event also highlighted the ministry of the Holmes Baptist Association Church Renewal Team, which is       

available to assist churches through on-site assessments, consultation, leadership development, and                   

renewal-focused ministry strategies. Churches interested in a more comprehensive evaluation are invited to 

schedule a follow-up visit with the Renewal Team.  

Thirty-seven participants attended the workshop, representing eight Holmes Baptist Association churches, with 

their pastors being present; First Baptist Church Ponce de Leon, Shady Grove Baptist Church, Hickory Hill Baptist 

Church, Bridge Creek Baptist Church, Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church, Sandy Creek Baptist Church, West Pittman 

Baptist Church, and The Church at Four Hills. We were honored to welcome Walton County Baptist Association 

Mission Strategist Tim Benson, who attended with representatives from East Baptist Church and First Baptist 

Church Woodlawn of DeFuniak Springs. A special word of appreciation is extended to Hickory Hill Baptist Church 

for serving as host church and for providing a delicious spaghetti dinner for all who attended. 

The goal of Pop the Hood is not simply to identify problems, but to help churches pursue biblical vitality, 

strengthen relationships, and advance the mission of the Gospel. As churches take time to honestly assess where 

they are today, they can better prepare for a healthier and more effective future in ministry. 

A brief overview of the ‘Pop the Hood’ initiative will be presented as the program for our next Executive         

Committee Meeting on Tuesday, August 18th at the association office. All churches are encouraged to attend. 

The Church Renewal Team will be meeting in the coming weeks to review the information gathered during the 

workshop and determine the best ways to follow up with participating churches. The goal is to provide continued 

encouragement, consultation, and practical assistance as churches pursue greater spiritual health, biblical vitality, 

and gospel effectiveness. 

For more information about the Church Renewal Team or to schedule a church health assessment, contact the 

Holmes Baptist Association office at 850.547.4079 or email HolmesBaptist@gmail.com. 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064331873582
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057400603182

