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We just want to say thank you to all of our churches that
have supported us throughout this year. We appreciate
the prayers, financial giving, kind words, participation
in events we have hosted as well as our meetings
throughout the year. We enjoy coming alongside you as
you all work to grow the Kingdom.

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
and safe New Year!

HBA DEADLINE for ACPs according to our By-laws is December 31st. The Association
Office will be closed December 24th - January 1st and will reopen on the 5th. So if you need
help, please contact the office prior to December 24th during regular business hours.
¢ ACPS: ACP contacts/churches, if you have questions, please contact Tanya. If you need

your login information, you can contact Tanya during office hours (posted below).

We are still missing ACPs from the following churches:
¢ Noma

Pleasant Grove
Pleasant Valley
Shady Grove
West Bonifay
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OVERVIEW OF UPCOMING EVENTS
DECEMBER:

Click on the FB icon below for more details on each event!
¢ 6th: Bluegrass Christmas with the Byrd Family—Mt. Olive @ 6pm. Homemade donuts and eggnog to follow.
¢ 24th-January 5th: HBA office will be closed in observance of Christmas and New Year’s.

ASSOCIATION PRAYER CALENDAR:

e December 7 - Week of Prayer: International Missions - Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
o December 14 - West Pittman Baptist Church, Westville (Pastor: Daniel Smith)

o December 21 - Westville Baptist Church, Westville (Pastor: Bobby Warren)

e December 28 - Special Prayer for the Leadership for the upcoming year



RANDYm THOUGHTS....

Randy Torrance, Mission Strategist - Holmes Baptist Association

“The Grinch of CHRIS T'mas” December 2025

As we enter the Christmas season, my heart is full of gratitude for each of you and for the faithful work God is
doing through the churches of the Holmes Baptist Association. This time of year always brings us back to the
central truth of our faith: God came near to us. He stepped into our world in humility and love—reminding us
that His presence is our greatest gift.

In this season, many of us revisit familiar stories—including How the Grinch Stole Christmas. There’s a moment,
after all the noise and rushing, when the Grinch pauses long enough to hear something he didn’t expect: singing.
Hope. Joy. A community lifting its voice in unity. And in that moment, his perspective changes. That scene gently
reminds us that when God’s people worship, serve, and love together, hearts can still be softened, and lives can still

be changed.

And of course, we can’t forget one of the most iconic lines of the story: when the Grinch realizes that Christmas
“came without ribbons, it came without tags, it came without packages, boxes, or bags.” Even a fictional character
discovers what we know to be eternally true—Christmas isn’t found in what we possess, but in the Savior who
possesses our hearts.

In a season full of familiar stories, even Dr. Seuss offers us a simple reminder. You may recall that moment in How
the Grinch Stole Christmas when the Grinch, after all his scheming, hears the Whos singing and realizes, “Maybe
Christmas... doesn’t come from a store. Maybe Christmas, perhaps... means a little bit more.” As funny and lighthearted as
that story is, it offers a small reminder of a deeper truth that we sometimes forget in the rush of December:

Christmas is rooted not in what we buy or plan, but in the Presence of the One who came to rescue us.

After all his efforts to stop Christmas, the Grinch stands on the snowy mountain, waiting for the morning silence.

But instead, he hears singing. He hears joy. He hears a community celebrating something he could not steal.

For the follower of Christ, we know exactly why Christmas could not be stopped: because Christmas is anchored
in a Savior, not in circumstances. Christmas came through a child in a manger—God in the flesh—born to
rescue a world that could not rescue itself. No amount of hardship, distraction, or darkness can silence the good
news that “unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given.”

As Christmas approaches, my thoughts turn once again to the incredible mystery and beauty of Christ’s birth. In a
world that often feels noisy, hurried, and divided, the story of Jesus” arrival in Bethlehem brings us back to what is
most true: God stepped into our world to bring hope, peace, and salvation.

This season, as your Mission Strategist, I pray that our churches across the Holmes Baptist Association will not
miss the heart of Christmas. Programs, gifts, and gatherings are meaningtul, but the miracle is found in the
manger. The wonder is found in Emmanuel—God with us. The joy is found in knowing that Jesus came near so
that we could draw near to Him.



And perhaps, like the Grinch, some hearts in our communities may soften this time of year. Someone who has been
distant from church may come to a Christmas service. Someone who has carried bitterness or hurt may hear the
gospel with fresh ears. Someone who feels alone may discover the love of Christ through the kindness of God’s
people. Let us pray that many will experience the true meaning of Christmas—not a sentimental feeling, but a
Savior who changes everything.

When the angel spoke to Joseph and declared that the child would be called Emmanuel, it was more than a title—it
was a promise. God stepped into a weary world, not with force or fanfare, but with mercy. He came as a child,
approachable and humble, so that every one of us could draw near with contfidence and hope.

Many of you are preparing for programs, services, outreach ministries, and community blessings. Some of you are
carrying heavy burdens even in this joyful season. Whether your church is bustling with activity or walking
through a quieter chapter, please remember this: Jesus has not forgotten you. He is with you in rooms filled with
laughter and in moments of silence when you carry unspoken concerns. He is with you in the ministry you pour
out—and in the places where you are waiting for Him to move.

This Christmas, I encourage you to pause and let your heart rest in the presence of Christ. Before you step into
another meeting, another service, another responsibility, take a moment to breathe in the truth that the Lord who
came in Bethlehem still comes to us today with peace, comfort, and strength.

And as we move toward a new year, may the hope of Christmas shape our prayers and our ministry. May the light
of Christ shine through every church, every family, and every believer in our association. And may we love one
another with the same gentleness and grace our Savior has shown to us.

Thank you for the privilege of serving alongside you. May your home, your ministry, and your church be filled
with the unshakable joy that comes from the birth of Christ—joy that even a Grinch cannot steal.
Merry Christmas. May Christ be glorified in all that we do.

Randy Torrance
Mission Strategist
Holmes Baptist Association
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